Il

L

Sanitized - Apptoved:For Refease : CIA-RDP#698915R000500160006-3

BRIEF ON THE ASIAN SOCIALIST CONFERENCE

The second meeting of the Asian Soclalist Confereace is
scheduled to be held iu Bombay November 1+10, 1956. Organi-
ssd in January 1953 {n Rangoon, Burma, the Asian Socialist
Conference is composed of the following parties:

Socialist Party of Burma
Praja Seclallst Party of India
Seclalist Party of Indonesia
Labor Party of lsrael (MAPAY
Japan Soclalist Party

Pakistan Socialist Party
Progressive Party of Lebanon

Two additional parties, the Vietnam Socialist Party {South Vietnam)
and the Congress Socialist Party of Nepal have the status of obe
ssrvers. According to a Western Soclalist observer at the 1953
Conference, the Indian, Burmese, and Indonesian Socialists cone
stitute the taner circle of the Confersnce,

Organisationally, the Asian Soclalist Canfarence is simflar
to the Socialist International. By statute the Asian tociallst Con-
ferance is 8 "damecratic and willing asseclatien of Socialist
pariies which ssek te edtabligh Socinilsm'” "iw carardinate
thelr political attitude by consent."” The Conference, which by
statute should comvene every two years, is the supreme body
and correspends to a Congresa of the Soclalist International. The
Bureau s composed of two delegates from each member party and
ordinarily meets ance every six months to consider political issues,
sxamine applications for membership, convens the Conference
and other special conferences, arrange agendas, otc. It combines
the functions of the Councll and Bureau of the Socialist International.
The Secratariat performs the same functions as the Secretariat of

the Socialist International.
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ldeclogically, the Asian Socialist Conference at its

founding meeting attompted to define Sociallam for Asla and
te putline metheds to achisve this objective. Regarding the
economic system to be realized under Soclalism the Asian
partiss agreed that Capitalism should be displaced rathey
than modified. This stand was primarily the result of Asian

. jdsatification of Capitaliem with colonial exploitation and the
deslve to condemn both publicly.

While unsquivecally rejecting Capitalism, the Asian
Secialists were not so positive in defining the Socialist economic
system. They stated merely that "the exact forms of plamning
to be applied and the extent of public ownership should depend
om the scomomic and socisl structure of the country concerned,
but the central aim should be to foster a contimued expansion of
the nationalised and co-operative sectors of the country's
sconemy." It was impled that these sconomlic measures must
be applied dynainically rather than peasant agrarian aconomies
aud the lack of capital necessary for industrialisation, be met.
Although recognising that the "workers and common peaple' in
the industrialined Waestern countries bave secured important
economic and social gains, the Asian Socialists stated that
ngterility will inevitably result" if they merely copled ail that
goss by the name of Socialism in Europe.

‘With vespect to Socialism’s political framework, the Aslan
Becialists stated that the displacement of Capitallism and the
devslepment of & dynamic sconomic system could only be reallzed
in a democratic seciety. In this society there must exist frecdom
of speech, organization, assembly, faith and conscience, and
election of representative bodies. '"These rights must be grented
te all" and ""imnply the right of opposition parties to oxist and
operate. :

While affirming pelitical democracy in the Western sense,
the Asian Sucislists rejected totalitarianism and methods of mass
cosrcion. They noted that Communism in the USSR and the satellites
sntalls the complete subordination of the individual and the group -

. mm&% g“".nﬁmﬁmm oeal

pﬂmf a ciass or group and as a human tndividual,

ey




Sanitized - Aprroved For Release : CIA-RDP78-00915R000500160006-3

In giving egual welight to political demacr#cy aad an
scenomic system based on a more dymamic application of the

- principles of sconomic planning and nationalisation, the Asian

Secialists in thelr thearizing did not face up to the fact, reco
nized by many Western Socinlists, that planning and particularly
nationrlization, invariably conflict with the freedoms declared
to be an integral part of Socialism. Morsover the sconnmic and

~ political statements of the Conference do not reflect the differ«

ences over mathods which have at times led to splite within
certain of the Aslan Socialist parties, such as the fermer

division of the Japansse Socialist Party tnto right and left

wings and the recent split in the Praja Socialist Pasty. The
principal difference as to methods generally resclves into 2
conflict betwsen those who advocate the Marwist class struggle

in all its aspects short of revolution and those who advocate more
moderate methods to achiove gradually the Seclallst state, Thbze
advocating methods of class struggle are closer to the Communists
and have co-dperated with them particularly in elections,

y Socialists in the Conflict Betwaen the Free

Regarding the conflict between the Fres World and Come
munism, the Asian Soclalists at thelr founding Conference advo-
cated a neutral position in the sense of pursuing an independent
forsign policy. While stressing the cause of peace {50 necessary
to Asia's development) and support for the United Nations, the
Asian Soclalists stated that thelr contributien to world peace”
lies not in thelr identification with the sowcalled world peace
movements, which have becoms taols of the cold war, not
necessarily In joining any military security system, but essenti-
ally In thelr sfforts to strengthen themselves. ' They added
that “the independent position of the Asian comntries and their
fresdom of movernant with regard to the problems of world peace
‘de not mesn ldealoglcal neutvalism or the policy of sacrificing
the liberty of other peoples or natlons to one's own selfish in-
tereoste.”

sgament of the Asian Soclalist Conference

 As an inteynational organtzation, the Aslan Soctalist Cone
ference is small axnd ineffectual. Like the Secialist International
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it does provide a central forum for the Astan Seclalist
parties to express thelr views. However, iz such a
valuntary assoclation the impact of views sxpressed from
a cantral forum depends upon the pelitical influence of the
member parties. A brief analysis shows that only three
Socialist parties participating in the Asian Soclalist Con-
ference have any appreciable political influence in their
vespective ceuntiles. These are the Laber Party of
Issnel, which leads the lsraeli Government; the Socialist
Pazty of Burma, which heads the Burmese Government;
and the Japanese Socialist Party, the second largest party
in Japan which gained 23 ssats in the recent elections to
Japan's Upper House, Of the remaining parties in the Con-
fevence, the Praja Soclalist Party of India polled 16.3% of
the total vote {n India’s last general election, but was split

" om 29 September 1955 when Dr. Ram Manohayr Lohia formed
the All-India Socialist Party. Neither of these parties is at
present putting up a vigorous or effactive opposition to the
Congress Party. The Indonesian Soclalist Party polled less
than 2% of the total vote in Indonesia’s last general election
and wen 5 seats out of 260,

The weakness noted above tends to lessen the effective-
ness of the Asian Secialist Conference in yet another way.
Being weak, the various Socialist parties are more interested
in bullding up political strength in their own countries rather
than expending resources in the Asian Seclalist Conference
In fact, membership in the Conference is viewed as a means
to snhance the prestige of Socialist parties within thelr
raspective countries. And where they are in power, as in
Purms aad Istael, the Socialists have been precccupied with
demestic problams,

rtance of the Asian Socialist Conference
Altheugh the Asian Socialist Conference is weak in the

sbjective sense, its importance should not be overlooked.

~1t is symptomatic of a general Asian dasire for co«operation
in solving Immense common problems and a desire to play
an Independent role in international affairs after long colonial
exploitaiion. As stated by the Aslan Ceciziist Confersnce,
"All Asia is prostrate with the common malady of poverty ‘
which (s aggravated by the ignorance of the common mAEses,
inequitable dlatribution of wealth. the presence of Tapitalism
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feudalism, forsign exploitation and the total lack of
proper contact and concerted action ameng the peoples. "
“hese and other common problems bind the Asian
Secialist pa.ties in the Conference rather than a belief
in international Saciallsm. ‘

injusticos of colonlalism, and ls 2 demand for both

political and economic independsnce, Given the magnitude
of Asia's probie.ns and rising pationalisrm, upen whith the
Cemmunists sre attempting to capitalize, the Aslan Socialist
Cenference represents a collective symbol of the more
democratic elemants which are asserting themselves in

|
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Secialism in Asia alse arese as a response to the ”
|

|

\

Asla. \

Agenda of the November 1-10 Meeting of the Asian
nference

It is reported that 20 Asian Soctalist Parties will be in
attendance at the Noevember 1.10 mesting as well as rep~
resentatives from 7 fraternal organisations including the
Secialist International, the League of Communiats of
Yugoslavia, the International Unlon of Socialist Youth, and
the Movement for Colonlial Freedom. Af this stage the
definite agenda of the meeting, if formulated, is not known.
Agenda items which are inown, a8 well as probable items,
are set forth below:

1 the Aslan Suct;n:t Conference and the

An impertant item scheduled for the agenda is the ’
question of merging the Asian Socialist Conference with the
Socialist International, The Sociallat International took the
initiative on this question as early ao November 1954 when
its then Secretary, Jullus Braunthal, ralsed the question in
his fraternal address to a meeting of the Bureau of the Asian
Sreinlist Conference. Subsequently, Mr. Braunthal suggested
to the Aslan Socialist Bureau that a joint commission be set up
to study the guestioh of a merger and to work cut the ergani~
sational structure of an integrated International. The Bureau
of the Asian Socialist Conference decided to refer the suggestion
to its member parties for consideration and to discuss it at the
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next {Nov 1.10, 1956) general conference. The importance
of this question te the Socialist International ls evident in
{ts plans to send as delegates Hugh Gaitakill, head of the
British Labor Party; Erich Ollenhauer, Chalrman of the
German Soclal Democratic Party; and Adolf Schaerf of
the Austrian Soclalist Party. In the event any of the
above three cannot attend, Jullus Braunthal, will serve as
& substitute.

It is to De noted in considering this lssue that the
- Japanese Socialist Party and the Labor Party of Israel
are also members with veting pawer in the Sacialist Inter.
national. In addition, the Praja Secialist Party of Indla and
the Vietnamese Soclalist Party participate in the Soclialist
International as consultative members. Nothwithstanding
participation of four of the nine Asian parties in the
Secialist International and the public recognition by the
Asian parties of the deslrabllity of a single International,
there were certain considerations which pror—i=d the
establishment of a separate Asian Conference, ¥Foreme
- thing there was a feeling of apprehension on the part of the
Asian Socialiats that the Soclalist parties in the Soclalist
International representing countries with colonles aight net
‘be entirely sympathetic to Asian problems. There was alse
the feeling on the part of the Asian parties that their problems
of predominantly agrarian sconomles, inexperienced trade
unions, and low levels of literacy set them gpart from the
European Socialists. Allied with this was the feeling that
the Europoean Soclalists would continue to dominate the
Secialist International by virtue of larger .uembership
slithough the amallex Asian parties represented a far greater
¢ population. Finally it was felt that the Socialist International
had committed itself to one side in the world struggle between
the two power blocs, and that te participate in it directly
would be tantamount to an Aslan country forsaking its inde-
pendence or its right to be neutral.

On the isrve of merger, it is probably in the Free World
interest that the Aslan Soclalist Conference be merged with the
Socialist International. The Secialist International has un-
equivocally rejected Soviet Communist overtures for cosoperation
and advocates 3 more democratic brand of Soclalism, including
medification rather than displacement of Capitalism. In a merged
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International, the parties of the present Socialist International

would be in a position to Influence the Asian Socislist parties

and yet be in a position to protect their own interests by

virtus of sumerlcal superiority. It is recognised that the

parties of the Secialist International would have to make

same ctucessions to the Aslan Sociallats, but it {s unlikely

that these would be of & fundamental satara The influence

of the Sacialiat International on an Asian Soclalist Party with

& strong left wing is revealed by the response of the Japanese
_ Soclalist Party the decislions of the Twentieth CPSU Congress.
- JSP leaders had hoped to avoid taking a atand on this {ssue,

but decided that they could net do se, partly because of the

7 April atatement of the Bureau of the Socislist International

rajecting CPSU overtures for co-operation with Seclalists,

The JSP statement, while milder than that of the Bureau of

the Socialist International nevertheless endorsed the atand

of the Socialist International.

Another agends item will concern Asla’s role in the conflict
betwesen ths Free World and Communism. A recent letter sent
oul by the Secretariat of the Asian Secialist Conference stated,
"the main iden of this conference is to be the defense of peace,
democracy and human dignity, particularly in the present
Beace area of Asls and Africa.” Pursusnt to this theme, the
Conference can be expected to comment on the Twentieth

- TPSU Congress and subsequent political events, probably in
% viin acceptiag Soviet statements at face value. In turn
this stand will be used to justify Aslan's neutral position.

The Conference will undoubtedly call for continued efforts
to strengthen the Asian countries and to strive for a vast "'peace
area’ between the two blocs. In this comnsction it is to be
noted that the parties of the Asian Socialist Conference are
favorably disposed to Yugoslavia which, in their view, is
"building Soclalism" while maintaining a neutral position in
the conflict between the Free World and Communism. At
ite first meesting, the Asian Socialist Conferance specifically
charged its Bureau with "Establishing closer rejations with
Sociallst Parties in all the world, includiag the League of Come
munists of Yugoslavia.' Subsequently, various Asian Socialist

«Te
Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-00915R000500160006-3




Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-00915R000500160006-3

Purties have send delagations to visit and study
fgg##kvh. All of these have peatsed the Yugonlav
sxpsviment, particularly the Indonesis lalist grov
‘nl&#k recantly miiy S Soainlios growp

On the issue of the Twantieth CPEU Con To8s,
Om . ongress, it is
1 the htmatr of the Fres World that mﬁim Socialiat

wiich rejected CPSU overtures for coe ration with

mwm It 15 alao of interest to &c?:« me

u&ﬁb recogiising that the "problems of werld Peace do

ot mean 1decloglcal neutralism”, the Asian Seciallst

Mrmt ranlise that Asian Socialist offorte apart from
M mmm Free World fonces enly lessen Fres
Waorld strength to the advantage of Communism.

A third agenda item will probabl |
Atk . iy concern Asliale
econgmic development. This will very likely invalve &
m Atlon of the position taken by the first Conference

"Because of long periods of imperialist saplottati
Asian countries cannot develpp, except ot a rate that
. mié ba ?My ueutralised by the growth of pepulation,
by &l‘n‘i: own uanlded rescurces. The asarcity of capital
and skill &M_ to be made up by exiernal assistance. Such

:Zeﬁi ' ?&r;gh ies ina Wnﬂ manner and
eosive igh & world development a -
by the United Nattons. " authority controlled

A fourth agenda item will bo the question of slonialiam
or imperialissm and fresdom for all mn;:m ;ayht. e

- s -
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Significantly, the Anti-Colonial Bureau, a separate but organic part
of the Aaian Socialist Conference, is scheduled "to convene a separate
conference at the same time with 20 freedom movements from Africa
and Malaya to discuss concrete actions to end colonialism, which is
always felt to be a perpetual threat to peace,' The plan of action of
the Anti-Colonial Bureau as previously formulated is as follows:

. 1. Encourage the holding of an All-African Congress,

2. Request the newspapers in Asian countries to devote more space
to Asian-African colonial questions and support the demands of
the freedom movements editbrially,

3. Appeal to the Asian and other governments to intensify their
efforts in U, N,

4. If possible, dispatch a representative of the Asian Socialist
Conference to the U, N. to help the freedom movements put
across their case.

5. Apply for consultative status at the U, N.

6. Send a fact«finding mission to colonial possessions in Asia.

7. Request each Asian Party to arrange for a year's stay by at least
one Africaa in its country, and to provide him with opportunities
for studying trade union, co-operative, youth, and peasant move-
ments,

8. Collectifunde for the defense of victims of repressive measures
in Africa and in other areas, to be administered by the Anti-
Colonial Bureau on behalf of the Asian Soclalist Conference.

E. ,Kashmir Question 25X1A6a

According to a June 1956 report INNENEN it was agreed at the
request of the Kashmir Socialists, to place the Kashmir question on the
agentla of the Asian Socialist Conference.

-9 .
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